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and they had reached her mother; but Lady Annabel, though she sympathised with this interesting boy, invariably counselled duty. The morning studies were abandoned, but a quantity of books were sent over from Cherbury for Plantagenet, and Lady Annabel seized every opportunity of conciliating Mrs. Cadurcis'temper in favour of her child, by the attention which she paid the mother. The weather, however, prevented either herself or Yenetia from visiting the abbey; and, on the whole, the communications between the two establishments and their inmates had become rare.
Though now a continual inmate of the abbey, Cadurcis was seldom, the companion of his mother. They met at their meals, and that was all. He entered the room every day with an intention of conciliating; but the mutual tempers of the mother and the son were so quick and sensitive, that he always failed in his purpose, and could only avoid a storm by dogged silence. This enraged Mrs. Cadurcis more even than his impertinence; she had no conduct ; she lost all command over herself, and did not hesitate to address to her child terms of reproach and abuse, which a vulgar mind could only conceive, and a coarse tongue alone express. What a contrast to Cherbury, to the mild maternal elegance and provident kindness of Lady Annabel, and the sweet tones of Yenetia's ever-sympathising voice. Cadurcis, though so young, was gifted with an innate fastidiousness, that made him shrink from a rude woman. His feelings were different in regard to men; ho sympathised at a very early age with the bold and the energetic; his favourites among the peasantry were ever those who excelled in athletic sports ; and, though he never expressed the opinion, he did not look upon the poacher with the evil eye of his class. But a coarse and violent woman jarred even his young nerves ; and this woman was his mother, his only parent, almost his only relation; for lie had no near relative except a cousin whom he had never even seen, the penniless orphan of a penniless brother of his father, and who had